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Trump Says US "Will Take Over Gaza Strip" After Meeting With Netanyahu

The US will take over the Gaza Strip and we will do a job with it, too. We'll own it. And be responsible for dismantling all of the
dangerous unexploded bombs and other weapons on this site," Trump said
Trump Says US "Will Take Over Gaza Strip" After Meeting With NetanyahuThe US will take over the Gaza Strip and we will do a job
with it, too. We'll own it.
 And be responsible for dismantling all of the dangerous unexploded bombs and other weapons on this site," Trump saidPresident
Donald Trump made an extraordinary proposal for the United States to "take over" the Gaza Strip, as he hosted Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu for crucial talks on the truce with Hamas.
Trump also doubled down on his call for Palestinians to move out of the war-battered territory to Middle Eastern countries like Egypt
and Jordan, despite the Palestinians and both nations flatly rejecting his suggestion.The US will take over the Gaza Strip and we will do
a job with it, too. We'll own it," Trump told a joint press conference with Netanyahu.
Trump said the United States would get rid of unexploded bombs, "level the site" and remove destroyed buildings, and "create an
economic development that will supply unlimited numbers of jobs and housing for the people of the area."
But Trump appeared to suggest that it was not Palestinians who would return there.
"It should not go through a process of rebuilding and occupation by the same people that have really stood there and fought for it and
lived there and died there and lived a miserable existence there," he said.
He said Gaza's two million inhabitants should instead "go to other countries of interest with humanitarian hearts."
Netanyahu hailed Trump as the "greatest friend Israel has ever had."
He said the US president's Gaza plan could "change history" and was worth "paying attention to."
Gazans have also denounced Trump's idea. "Trump thinks Gaza is a pile of garbage -- absolutely not," said 34-year-old Hatem Azzam,
a resident of the southern city of Rafah.
The US president has claimed credit for securing the first six-week phase of the Israel-Hamas truce after more than 15 months of
fighting and bombing, and he was expected to urge Netanyahu to move to the next phase aimed at a more lasting peace.
Netanyahu earlier said "we're going to try" when asked how optimistic he was about moving on to phase two.
He hailed Trump's "great force and powerful leadership" in sealing the original ceasefire deal, and took a swipe at former president Joe
Biden, with whom he had tense relations over the death toll in Gaza.
Under the first phase of the ceasefire, Palestinian militants and Israel have begun exchanging hostages.
Eighteen hostages have been freed so far in exchange for some 600 mostly Palestinian prisoners from Israeli jails.
The war began when Hamas attacked Israel on October 7, 2023, taking into Gaza 251 hostages, 76 of whom are still held in the
Palestinian territory including 34 the Israeli military says are dead.
Families of the Israeli hostages have been urging all sides to ensure the agreement is maintained so their loved ones can be freed
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